Creating a Laser Cut Keychain
Create a circle image with a hole for the keychain link.
1. Click on the circle tool on the left side of your screen

2. Make sure the shape is selected. Adjust the size of the keychain to be the size you’d like. (Mine is
2.5x2.5 inches but yours can be whatever size you’d like.
To create a cut file:
Set the Fill to no fill (X)
Set Stroke Paint to red

3. Create a hole for the keychain link to go into. You can do this by repeating the same steps again to
create another cut file circle or you can save some time by copying your current circle and pasting it.
You can then use the size adjusters to make the circle at least 1 x 1 mm large. Position in in the
location you’d like
To copy and paste: click on the selector tool, right click image, select copy, click into the white area,
and select paste. Alternatively, you can select the circle, hit CTRL+C and then CTRL+V.

Add font to your keychain
1. Click on the “Text Tool”

2. You can select your font options here including the style and size. You can change this at any
point while you design.

3. Click anywhere to begin typing. This is where you can be creative and decide exactly how you’d
like your keychain to look! Some ideas – Initials, your name, or favorite quote
4. After you type what you want, select the “Selector tool” and move your font into the circle. If
your font is too big or too small, double click it and change the font size

5. Take some time to look at your design. Experiment with different fonts and different sizes.
6. Once you are happy with how everything looks, you’ll need to convert the font to a path. To do
this, select “Path” on the main top menu and select “Object to Path” from the drop down
menu. If not converted to a path, the font will not show up in the final vector file.
Definition: A path is a sequence of straight line or Bezier curves.

7. Nothing additional is needed to engrave the font. If you wanted to cut the font out, you would
need to remove the “Fill” and adjust the “Stroke Paint”. If you want to cut, you’d select red to
match the other cut color. If you wanted to score, select any other color.
Group Your Objects Together
Keep everything the way you want it by grouping the objects together. This will keep everything in the
same arrangement when you import it into Glowforge.
1. Use the “Selector Tool” to select everything. This is easiest done by left clicking to the left of
your design and dragging a square across everything.

2. Select “Object” from the main top menu, then select “Group” from the drop down menu. This
will connect everything together.

Save your file (File-> Save) and it’s ready to import to our Glowforge!

